
Rolando Park Community Council General Meeting 
Minutes 

Kroc Center, Bldg. F  February 13, 2017, 7:00 
 
This meeting was attended by 35-40 people from Rolando Park and from 
the neighboring Eastern Area Communities. TOPIC: The mini-dorm 
ordinance. 
 
Rhea Kuhlman, our guest speaker, gave a PowerPoint presentation that 
showed vividly and dramatically the results for neighborhoods of converting 
family homes into mini-dorms used by students of SDSU. This was the 
presentation that, along with two years of hard work, achieved for the 
College Area recently the passing of the High Occupancy Single Dwelling 
Unit ordinance. 
 
Included in her slides were such things as photos of 5-10 overflowing trash 
and recycling containers in the front of homes, and backyards and front 
yards paved to become parking lots for cars of the 7-10 occupants inside. A 
single family home was right next door. We were also shown floor maps 
where living rooms had been converted into bedrooms, leaving a very small 
common space. Rhea spoke further about other problems of the dorms, 
pressures from developers, and lack of interest in the neighborhoods from 
SDSU. She explained that there had been nothing legal on the books to 
stop this kind of development.  
 
The new ordinance in the College Area doesn’t target students. It sets the 
maximum number of bedrooms at 5 or 6 depending on lot size, limits 
bedrooms to 60% of the total square footage, and prohibits off-street 
parking (excluding garages) within 30 feet of the lot line. 
 
Rhea fielded questions, and explained that the developers do have 180 
days in which to sue, and we have the choice of waiting until after that to go 
forward or beginning now, to try to keep the developers from expanding to 
OUR neighborhoods. 
 
Gerrie Flaven spoke, as a resident, of the possibility of getting the Eastern 
Area Communities covered, too, by an ordinance. She admitted that we 
don’t have the facts that the College area had, plus they had the advantage 
of hiring a consultant. Gerrie suggested that we take a vote at the March 



RPCC general meeting on whether or not we want to take this position, to 
preserve the family residential home character of our neighborhood. (Either 
way, she and others will continue working toward that goal.) 

Katie Sadd from President Myrtle Cole’s office (Council District 4) spoke 
next. She assured us that Myrtle Cole’s office will be supportive of any 
ordinance that has the widespread support of our community. Katie said to 
keep in contact with the other neighborhoods. She also mentioned the 
underground utility program, and that it has not gone as quickly and 
smoothly as was thought it would, but will hopefully be improving now. 
Lastly, she brought up the “goat trail” sidewalk that the community has 
wanted, and told us it is part of a bigger plan so may take longer than we 
were first told it would. 

We heard then from Chevelle Tate, from Toni Atkin’s office, who 
represents us in the CA state senate. She spoke of constituent services, 
such as provided by tax agencies, but said that the state has NO role in the 
mini-dorm issue. That is a very local land-use issue. 

Also reinforcing that this is not a state issue was Lee Hernandez from 
Shirley Weber’s office. There was discussion about trying to increase 
enrollment at other local universities. 

Darnisha Hunter, from Mayor Faulconer’s office, next put out a plea for 
volunteers. She explained that our city is losing federal money for our 
homeless veterans because they are not being accurately counted by the 
Regional Task Force in conjunction with the Census. In the Eastern Areas 
there were only 30 counted last year. A “point in time” count will take place 
on February 28, at 5:00 AM, at places the homeless are known to sleep. 
This is being conducted by the Diamond Business Association’s Clean and 
Safe Committee, all across District 4. Two volunteers will be taking 
surveys, and be accompanied by Quality of Life people to make sure it is a 
safe place. All categories of homeless need to be counted, veterans, 
children, chronic, and working. Gifts will be provided for the people being 
surveyed. Darnisha stressed the seriousness of this need. Please call to 
sign up if you can help for a couple of hours: 619-255-3604. The meet up 
will be at: 415 Euclid Avenue, at 5:00AM on Feb. 28. 

In addition, Mayor Faulconer is looking for a city owned building to house 
about 200 homeless. There is also a church who has kindly donated their 



parking lot for homeless people who sleep in their cars, and will provide 
portable showers for them to use. 
 
Darnisha also informed us that Mayor Faulconer will not use San Diego law 
enforcement to do immigration work for the federal government. 
 
Lastly, Office Terry Hoskins let us know that, according to the latest crime 
study, crime here has gone down quite a bit. 
 
Meeting adjourned formally at 8:30. Some people stayed around to further 
discuss these issues. 
 
 
 
 


